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began the horrible excesses in the territory of La Vendee, an in April, 1793, came the announcement that the French Ri public had declared war against England and had commi sioned to the United States a new Minister who- represented tt extreme type of the revolutionary movement.
The partiality of the Federalists for England and of tt Republicans for France now clearly announced itself throug the entire country. The Republicans recognized beneath tl atrocities of the movement a contest between the monocrat and the democratic principles of government; and the syr pathies of a large part of them' were not to- be extinguish( because of excesses which they regarded as inevitable in tl transition from despotism to freedom. It was a political nece sity that as between England and France the United Stat should remain neutral, and Washington was fully alive to tl fact. He hastened from Mount Vernon and laid before his Ca inet a list of questions for immediate settlement. Jefferson th described the consultation:
"The first question, whether we should receive the Fren Minister, Genet, was proposed, and we agreed unanimous that he should be received; Hamilton at the same time expre: ing his great regret that any incident had happened whi should oblige us to recognize the government. The next qui tion was, whether he should be received absolutely, or wi qualifications. Knox submitted at once to Hamilton's opini that we ought to declare the treaty void. I was clear it : mained valid. Randolph declared himself of the same opinic but agreed to take further time to consider. We determin unanimously the last question, that Congress should not called.
"On May i6th the President told me he had never a dou about the validity of the treaty, but that since the question h been suggested he thought it ought to be considered; that t: being done, I might now issue passports to seagoing vess in the form, prescribed by the French treaty."
The Cabinet agreed unanimously that the President shoi issue a proclamation of neutrality. This proclamation drin the Cabinet; but the events \vltirh mm ranu- heralded l»y every ship were more and more re;K-I!r»t t«» the* eniiservalivc sen.u* of the country, in januarv the kirn- h.td Iit-rn br!ii**uL«d: in Marchow-                        Cl
